Hives for Bees 28th January 2012
10.00am to 3.30pm
This new course has arisen from the many questions we are asked about “which hive is best?” and the limited time we have on our courses to address this subject.   It is designed to help those who are considering beekeeping, and also those who are already in possession of hives and would like to adopt a more bee-friendly way of caring for their bees.
We will explore the advantages and disadvantages of the six hive types of which we have examples (Golden Hive, Warre hive, National, Horizontal Top Bar, skep, WBC), with mention of others as required by the participants.
Please bring some lunch to share. Organic refreshments will be provided.

Cost: There is no set fee for this course. Participants are kindly requested to submit a donation to the Natural Beekeeping Trust.

Three-part Seminar in Anthroposophical Observation with Rev Roger Druitt  30th January, 27th February, 26th March 2012
9.30am-5.45pm each dayA course of three sessions aimed at deepening our perceptions of the natural world and in particular the world of bees. This is to be achieved through observation exercises in the realm of plants based on the key to observation offered by Rudolf Steiner in his lectures, namely, to work first on outer forms, then metamorphosis and finally try to grasp the gesture of the being that is being observed.  This method involves the use of the human soul and senses as observational tools, yet is completely “scientific”. Each separate day will be devoted to the practice of one of these areas as a kind of disciplinary tool.
(Please note these three sessions form a whole and attendance at all three is strongly encouraged) 
Cost: £160 for all three sessions/£75 for each individual session, concessions available.
Suggested preparatory reading: Lectures 4 & 9 of “Spiritual Beings in the Heavenly Bodies and the Kingdoms of Nature” (GA136), Rudolf Steiner; Lecture 2 of “Mystery of the Trinity “ (GA214), Rudolf Steiner
 
For further information and to book, please contact miranda@naturalbeekeepingtrust.org or telephone Heidi Herrmann 01342-822101.

Introduction to Honeybees and their Care: the Wonder of Colony Life
Saturday 11th February, Sunday 15th April 2012
9.30am to 5.00pmThe Bee Classroom, Ashurst Wood, West Sussex RH19 3RX

Please note that the course format is designed to enable participants to arrive at an informed view of the honeybee colony, the “Bee”, its life, interrelationships with Nature and its needs. It is a perfect preparation for a beekeeping course, and is suitable for anyone with an interest in the honeybee and its way of life.
The course provides a basic introduction to the nature and life expressions of bee colonies and makes the case for sustainable beekeeping practice. The day includes hive visits.
Topics covered:  The bee colony as a whole, stages of development of the three castes of bee, evolvement of colony life through the seasons of the year. Essential needs of the colony for maintenance of health and vigour. The colony’s ideal environment.  Fundamentals of bee-guardianship/bee-centric husbandry. The basic principles of biodynamic/natural beekeeping are explored with reference to the Guidelines developed by the Natural Beekeeping Trust.

Cost: £65 (£52 for Friends of the Natural Beekeeping Trust).  Please bring some lunch to share.  Organic refreshments will be provided.

Places are limited and booking is essential.  
To reserve your place on the February course, email miranda@naturalbeekeepingtrust.org or telephone 01444 484449.
To reserve your place on the April course, email margie@naturalbeekeepingtrust.org or telephone 01733 704508. 

The Theory and Practice of Natural Beekeeping – The Biodynamic Approach
Saturday 25th – Sunday 26th February, Saturday 24th – Sunday 25th March, Saturday 26th – Sunday 27th May 2012
9.30am to 5.00pm each dayThe Bee Classroom, Ashurst Wood, West Sussex RH19 3RX
This two-day course is aimed at giving the beginner sufficient confidence to start with a bee colony of their own.  A basic knowledge of colony life is required;  prior attendance of the course “Introduction to Honeybees and their Care: the Wonder of Colony Life” is recommended. 
Sessions include:  history of beekeeping, hive choices, promoting good health and managing ill health, planting for bees, working with the swarming impulse, catching swarms,  observation techniques, siting beehives, preparing colonies for winter, critical times of the year, resources for natural beekeeping.
     If the weather is kind, there will also be the opportunity for participants to approach colonies in an apiary, observe bee activity and learn to assess the colony mood (please note that opening a hive for observation is not part of the programme, and will only be done when there is no risk of chilling brood). Optional Visit to apiary on biodynamic farm. 

Cost: £130 (£104 for Friends of the Natural Beekeeping Trust) to include organic vegetarian lunch and refreshments.

Places are limited and booking is essential.  
To reserve your place on the February or March course, email miranda@naturalbeekeepingtrust.org or telephone 01444 484449.
To reserve your place on the May course, email margie@naturalbeekeepingtrust.org or telephone 01733 704508.


Fly, my pretties, fly!  The Great Wonder of a Swarm of Bees
Sunday 22 April 2012
9.30am to 5.00pm
The Bee Classroom, Ashurst Wood, West Sussex RH19 3RX
This new course is timed to coincide with the period of the year when honeybee colonies start swarming.  It will advise on all aspects of this most exhilarating event of the colony’s annual lifecycle.  
    Topics covered will include: reasons for swarming, preparations for division within the hive, reading the signs, setting up bait boxes, useful equipment. Introducing swarms to hives. Caring for new colonies.
    Advice will also be given on how to handle bees which have already clustered and are hanging from a branch or on a garden fence, as well as methods of  removing swarms from difficult locations.
Cost: £65 (£52 for Friends of the Natural Beekeeping Trust).  Please bring some lunch to share.  Organic refreshments will be provided.
Places are limited and booking is essential.  
To reserve your place, email margie@naturalbeekeepingtrust.org or telephone 01733 704508.
Natural Beekeeping Conference 2012 
10th-12th August 2012
Emerson College, Forest Row, Sussex
Please make a note in your diary. More details on our website soon.
Biodynamic Conference 2011


